
Berita Harian (20 May, p1), “Parents in jail, grandmother is everything for child with 
additional needs” 
 
Heavy to the eyes of onlookers, heavier are the shoulders of the person shouldering the 
burden. At the age of 65, with her small, aged body, Mdm Sakinah Hassan had to take on the 
responsibilities of caring for her grandson who had no one else to depend on, as both his 
parents are in jail. 
 
Her grandson, Rayyan Sukri, five, suffers from cerebral palsy and global developmental delay, 
which affect a child’s physical, social and emotional development. 
 
Born premature, the child’s hearing and vision was also affected as his mother had continued 
to consume drugs while she was pregnant with him.  
 
Mdm Sakinah, who looks after Rayyan full time, does not work and relies on help from a variety 
of sources. Therapists and teachers from AWWA Early Intervention Centre @ Kim Keat, which 
Rayyan attends, have offered the family plenty of assistance. 
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